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MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION 
SUBJECT: Progress Report 

prep f red this report for your review and consideration 
prior to the next meeting of the Commission. This report summarizes 
in?>or ^ t sbe P s initiated since the last meeting of December 

“ 4 a ^* t . ratlon; «** (2) «h. suffice 

1* Staff and Adjnlnlstration 

process selecting the five senior members of the Commission 
? h \ m ° St ^^insnished lawyers in the country is almost 
Mr IS r e T 8election of Mr * Francis W. H. Adams of New York City and 
AthiS t* E ’ T ST r Jr 'v.° f CMcae ° ^ a PProved at the last meeting. 
iSS i^ eT L doseph A * or Los Angeles, has agreed to Join the 

st^f . These three lawyers have all begun to assume their responsibi- 

S m members of ^ Commission staff. One additional lawyer, 

0f PMla <ielphia, has agreed to assist the Commission 
report initially next week. Biographical information regarding 
these lawyers is attached as Appendix A. . ^ 

m«T,b f .rf f ° r ^ S h t ve , ? ls ° been made 1X3 select approximately six Junior staff 
members. Mr . Rankin has reviewed all the applications for employment 
received by him and the members of the Commission over the past few 
.weeks, and has initiated efforts to develop applications of other 
highly qualified younger lawyers from all parts of the United States, 
in view of the nature and importance of the Commission's work, every 
effort has been made to obtain the most highly qualified younger lawyers 
approximately five to ten years out of law school. At this time th^ 
following men have been selected: David W. Belin, Des Moines, Iowa: 

Burt W. Griffin, Cleveland, Ohio; W. David Slawson, Denver, Colorado; 

Arlen Specter, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Samuel A. Stem, 




«U 1 ,"' 1 " d8d *” Appeniu B. 

P for duty next week, or in o„y o^Cw^^* 10 ” 8 

specialize? Dmte, ^ «*«■> some thought to 

Dr Winfred Overholser, reoSlv ~fi- f St “ ce to tte Co-lfsi 0 „ 
Elizabeth's Hospital, is available ? S Su P eri ntendent of Saint 

on psychiatric and related issued ^ ® the Co ™ission and sSff 

the Commission's work. We W ^ are Sloped in the couSfJr 
regardins an able ^i^cLSswf ^ the Sta <* »SSS 
supply a special expertise ° f °° v ™nt, who may 
Harvey Oswald’s experiences in tho to Annina Oswald or 

^f h n !f leS of historians who may be available ^ additlon > we are obtai 

CrT « »*««. - to 

weeks fo^thrs^uS^“eSerSnced ee ’ T* 8 dUrlDS ‘he I« few 

as^h^n 3 °L the CoDmiss ion ' s office "othe? 6 ^ assistants and the 
as the Department of Defense T ° ther government agencies 

personnel to staff the lawyers who the c °®®i8Sion secretarial 

®S ^SSTijSSsS 1 ^^ KT= 

5WS35T - f88U “ l8d < 

2. 


S ubstance of Commi ssion's Work 


mission to obtain d aS mterSi f ° r the Com ~ 

^llci e ?i^cTSo^Won? le SitTre f °S ^^^S^SStees 

~ =as~”& sr 
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« -f-v.^o Ce nesting of the Commission, we have received en-ni^a 

Of the Secret Service report dated December 18, I9S Ldtta ttl£ 

avalSw. £ °.^r V\ CP ? OU advised as to the »at 2 ££ y 

rSorta S mV? 16 0I «UOTUed)°of”fhr£^°S5or rai^ 

»£«£ £^^*55 SXttr ■££. o, 

j-uS-g.'ssa. 

Sur ass 

, + ° n J ^ nua1 ^ 8 received the first set of reports from the 
Attorney General of Texas. These include the fol^Si: 

Three bound folders entitled: 

(1) Investigation of Operation Security Involving the 
Transfer of Lee Harvey Oswald November 2k, 1963 . 

( 2 ) Investigation of Assassination of the President. 

(3; Investigations Not Directly Connected with the 

Jack Ruby Case. 

One Pile Polder folding manlla folders containing the folloving: 

a) a fTi^SS” 8 " 41118 property of Ue «“>* o.«.u 

(3) Presidents landing at Love Field. 

i srcras zs?* — «» f ° r ««». 

1 Chronological Reports. 

1 SSJ£?E5«S? plotu "‘ of *" T ““ « • 

A folder entitled Kennedy's Shooting. 

Of S;n2K t aSS^f r * Ph ° f ° f aho<rtil « “» *>« »*» 

Lee Harvey Oswald (basement photographs) . 

Reconstruction photographs. 

Evidence • 
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a^^ r ^ p S 0 “ d b ^ 8e ** «*lve will be reviewed by the staff 

of the work of this Co^Lio^L^ne^th^h^th 0 *5® organization 
the last meeting. I think it tins £ ^ th t , he thou Ghts expressed at 

the substance of the work into approxim^tel ^!? 16 t0 commence by dividing 
division at this point of nrm-rJP i ^ latel y six areas. Any such 

enclosing as Appendix C a tentative^utlin 0635 ^ 117 ^ tentative - I am 
which I think will assist in organizi™ pre ? ar ! d ^ Rankin 
gative materials received bv ^ , the valuation of the invest! - 

work into the follo^ si^L 3 ™ 8 ° Utlilie ^ d es tJe 

Kennedy on November 22 196v (?) t Jl u A aSSlnation of President 

President Kennedy; ( 3 ) Lee H^rvev °, swald as the Assassin of 

Motive; ( 4 ) Oswald's' ForU ^TcWvSwm Possible 

of Lee Harvey Oswald by JaS f 1 ? Excluded ; (5) Murder 

Protect the President. 7 As the'sS^f (6) Security Precautions to 
will certainly undergo substmtiS^lS^ 8 2S th ® outlille 

of the Commission will advise Mr Rankin nr* Snd 1 1101,6 a11 “embers 

^ 4 e regarding this outline! ° f 8Ugg estions they wish to 

lawyers from the Commission staff ^ne s & ? SSigaed ^ a team of two 
staff member. Mr. Rankin will retain staCf meDiber and one junior 

area of security precautioS^nd ^of?hf ^ for the 

lawyers will work with him. All the invo^H^ experienced younger 
any significant letters^* the rnblS or ^ 7 ” P ° rts > as aa 
relevant to each of these areas Jvi articles from the press, 

lawyers. Each team will be instated t^rST by ^ appropria te 
comprehensive memorandum organizing the fact?^ & a 800X1 as P° 3sibl e a 
agencies in the area under tET* develo P ed ^ the 

investigation and public commenterv con?^ ^ lssues raise< i by the 
further investigation to be conduced obtaining recommendations as to 
mission, and ff ncie8 ^/or by the Com- 

memoranda have been obtained! i thiS^bai- 1 h o Onoe these 

much better position than we currSSv J Comm±ssion vill be in a 
work which remains to be done. ^ ^ t0 assess the scope of the 

given to SSStion^fS Ski^^rtesti^^^ ^ gh priori -ty is being 

oath i, the SSTSS STffil >» ^ervie^Tthder 

adequately for thi7i^teSSatSn t “f erial in order to prepare 

work will be submitted to Mr. RankLn n ^ lcip f; t6 that the results of his 
testimony of Mrs. Oswald ca£ bft^ 5* app f? val the 

ai£en "ter in the month. The FBI has 
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Paines. Similar investigation^^ ll £ ackground investigation of the 
Dallas and Fort Worth whfassociSS m re ? Uesb ? d ° f ° ther P eo P le in 
The proposed interview of Mrs John p ° sel J with Oswald and his family, 
the Attorney General during the^ext ^j^ uledy 1/111 be discussed with 

^ th = ”" b "» »<■ 
assist the Commission S i?s TOrk ^±Lt ^ itiated vill 

prepared which contains appropriate date^nH abronolo Gical chart will be 
developed in this investigaSS SuS ! % ^ ? f the ^levant facts 
a useful function in portraying facts of intnn°^ g + Ca ?\. Chart 17111 serve 
in addition, might serve as a useful ^ 10 the Comra ission and, 

additional investigation, if any is ^?!!^ ative toc>1 ln deciding what 
to the Commission such as 1 d f slrable< Certain areas of concern 

22, 1963, or the iovemLs of o^N °f Wald « 311 November 

cularly lend themselves to this annroa^ Y r November parti- 

of this project, Mr. Rankin has taken steps to^nli^ S® tedlouB nature 
i ” tsn,ai Reve “ e ***£ * 

of a ^e°lSLr£ch ^U t oS2‘ n h Se b Za 1 ‘ tto P«P«~tlon 
of each person whose name comes up in tbr. and brlel identification 
Mr. Rankin suggests that this begone bJfme^.fV* thl ! investigation, 
contain the name of the witness or a^ent 5 f card index "hick will 

identification of the report in whi^h S' br±ef description, and 

I agree, that such an Sex H ® belleves > “d 

purposes and that it will have Aonffs £, aln useful investigative 
heep track of the iave 5 t ls atlon and to *° 

the p“jecL°SSer^°Ld f 8 Sj.«T BSi0 °’ te - ***** MrL *U 

acuoa and a tfetaS Tr l^Z.Z ST 3£££ffS«« « 


Chairman 


